Black Stone Sponsors Students at Upper Valley Joint Vocational School
Program provides second chances to unemployed with training and job placement
Piqua, OH – May 19, 2009 – The Black Stone family of care services, a leading provider of in-home caregiving services, today announced an ongoing sponsorship for the Upper Valley Joint Vocation School’s home health aide certification program.  
The Upper Valley Joint Vocational School (UVJV) recently launched their home health aide certification program to provide career training opportunities to the residents of Piqua and surrounding communities.  As an integral part of the program, UVJV sought a partnership with Black Stone which would result in tuition sponsorship for program participants. Black Stone has already sponsored one class of students and has pledged a commitment to continue its sponsorship ongoing. The national certification allows for a guarantee of knowledge level and trackability of an aide’s career.
According to Peggy Schmidt, Private Duty Director of Nursing for Black Stone’s Dayton Region and liaison with UVJV, “The process from sponsorship to graduation has been extremely rewarding for Black Stone. From interview to graduation we follow these students and become really invested in their journey. We are able to provide funds for a national certification which would be otherwise unattainable for these individuals. It opens up new career paths for them.”

Black Stone Healthcare is able to interview pre-screened candidates for the tuition sponsorship and choose who they believe will benefit most from these funds. The company then follows the student’s progress through the certification program and upon graduation conducts further interviews to see if the graduate is a good fit for employment with Black Stone.

Cathy Fridley, Transitions Coordinator for UVJV, commented, “We are so pleased to have Black Stone as a partner. We saw an opportunity to fill a void in the home care workforce with our national certification program. Most of our students were either unemployed or under-employed and this program gives them a real second chance. Black Stone plays a key role in the success of our program by offering financial assistance and potential job placement upon graduation. We have developed a great working relationship with Black Stone and have seen firsthand how much good this is doing for both our students and Black Stone.”
Schmidt continued, “We are already seeing the positive outcome from our partnership with UVJV. The first class completed their certification about two weeks ago. Black Stone has hired one of the graduates and we are processing another this week. We are so pleased with this process that we are conducting tuition sponsorship interviews next week with a new class of students.”

About the Black Stone Family of Care Services
Since 1996, the Black Stone family of care services has been serving any in-home care need of the frail elderly and disabled through a variety of funding sources and programs. In fact, 

Black Stone is the leading provider of non-medical services in Southwest Ohio.  Black Stone provides families with the peace of mind that comes from expert and compassionate care in the comfort of home.  Services provided range from non-medical to nursing and include meal preparation, grocery shopping, respite and personal care, medication reminders, OT, PT, and geriatric care management.  With reliable and knowledgeable caregivers who have been extensively screened, the Black Stone family of care services can provide care to fit any need at any time.  For more information visit www.blackstonehc.com or call 937-773-8573..
